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ABSTRACT

Aims: Despite that vascular plants constitute an important component of overall global biodiversity and have been
studied well over two centuries, the questions of “How many species of vascular plants are there in the world and how
many of them have been discovered and described?’ remain open. Here, we address the second of the two questions.

M ethod: We synthesized four global plant databases.

Results & Conclusions: Our study shows that for the entire global flora of vascular plants (including natural hybrids),
376,366 species have been discovered and validly described. When natural hybrids are excluded, the global flora
includes 369,054 species of vascular plant species, of which pteridophytes (ferns and lycophytes), gymnosperms and
angiosperms have 13,810, 1,172 and 354,072 species, respectively. The number of vascular plant species derived from
our study is larger than any of the other four databases by at least 17,700 species.
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PR ] AT AR AR B M e o 56T G v AL BlRE o 4y
K (NBIHRIKT), ADBEIT CR 2 BRAEE
R B E B AT AT SR E R BE R, WA E25T
P IT 40T AEE, K Af T 1E30 7T 22405 Z 1A
il i Christenhusz F1Byng (2016) 4 18 4 35k 45 4 )
YiFh % 308,312%, i PimmAllJoppa (2015)(1 4k iE
N390,923F0, HiiE I E /b H 8RN ZEE,

TR A0 E 4 BR L R BRI 3R 1 4% 7 R P ) Ao
O B — S ORI T YR8 ) 44 R S
5t 4 (synonyms) 5 #2572 4 (accepted  names) . (8] 14}
N KA 4. The Plant List (TPL; version 1.0,
2010; version 1.1, 2013; http://www.theplantlist.org)
A H MOk FEY AR A5, R T 4EE Y
B EAEY . SR, ETPL vILRAH, 22.8%(11H
WA IR IR R BFR, IR 2 2P R A
B, fFlan, 3T TROPICOSHE FE (https:.//www.tropi
cos.org/home), Cyclosorus procurrens (Mett.) Copel.
FThelypteris procurrens (Mett.) C. F. Reed)& T [7]—
Wb [ A% X 57 4% (homotypic synonyms), {HTPL¥
ZHEVAAMAEZ AR FE YA 4EE Y
HRREAFTE A T T B 2 T B M 2 R
fili BRARAY o HEAh, TPLEE e H 20134F LR K314 T
BEHHEHPIRES .

FERE 219104, DATPLOY EZEEA, ¥iFk 15
A4 BRAE W) #0905 % . World Flora Online (WFO;
https.//www.worldfloraonline.org). Plants of the World
Online (POWO; https:.//www.plantsoftheworldonline.
org). World Checklist of Vascular Plants (WCVP;
https://wcvp.science.kew.org/)~ The Leipzig Catalogue
of Vascular Plants (LCVP; Freiberg et al, 2020)#
World Plants (WP; https://www.worldplants.de). 5
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[¥] Hysterobaeckea J& € & 117 2 %2 44, HiZ )& (£

LCVPHietiie, 3k 2% 9 Babingtonials (B.

behrii (Schitdl) A. R. Bean) A1 Baeckea J& (B.
ochropetala F. Muell . #1B. tuberculata Trudgen) 4%
% F, 55 &b 8Ff (Hysterobaeckea cornuta Rye; H.

glandulosa Rye; H. graniticola Rye; H. longipes Rye;
H. occlusa Rye; H. petraea Rye; H. pterocera Rye; H.
setifera Rye)¥J R BFEELCVPH . AN, KT —
MREEHEURE, TSR, —SYMARRZ X
Wi iR B N2 44, W: Helichrysum auronitens Sch.
Bip. 5 Helichrysum aureonitens Sch. Bip., Senecio
cinarifolius H. Lév.5 Senecio cinerifolius H. Lév.;
Sevia strotheriana B. L. Turner5Sevia strotherana
B. L. Turner; Taraxacum idlomorphoides Rail. 5
Taraxacum idiomorphoides Rail 25 7ELV CPHH 778 i
€. B, M ECTAUE I — N EUR R, 454G
RSN EHE P R4S JE A e S HE R A T A R
TEYITEL

A B EHEAWFO, POWO. LCVPHIWPE:4
M EELIREY I EPRER, sEMA Eem
YEE YT ABT T RATRFE FETPLAIWCVP
PN e, RN TPL 2 WO | &, 11T WCV PAI
POWOH /2 F 9 [ & 52 i 47 el B [l 2 7., H.POWO
5 TWCVPH FHEYI 44 o HH T iX 40 32 B AR AE
YhdE e S T AR TR A OB
5 B (Freiberg et al, 2020), AHF 7T A & Ho A 4
B R B BB A ERAD X ISR M B 7

LCVP¥#E FE 3k 9 Freiberg% (2020) () LCV P4
3%, WFO. POWORIWPYE % H M3 vh 2 i 3545 (U5
IF] I (8] 202142 H ) o R A T A2 BRUT FC A 0 B
JEZ T kY A RR: (DB 3T 4 R a4 N4
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FH IR RELR UC i 535 0 Taxonstand (Cayuela et al,
2012). WorldFlora (Kindt, 2020). Icvplants (Freiberg
et al, 2020) B 7E 28 44 FRULEL S F #2757 (W0: Taxonomic
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J@44, R HRYE AN FhR SR AL IR KA AR
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20224F |30%: | 7H | 22254 | #5251



Bords: R Lom4eE A 20 M? T2 eEmBdE ER g S

E RSP R, ATRIEE N T & A4 A
A IMEBSCR AT E— P ILES . 40, %F T 7EAff
R R a6+ T 24 fam 44 N 24 3047 W1 4R VU e ok A2 b R
VLRC R SRR, KHLCL N8 it gk 47 1t — P ILEE: (a)
EPLT AR RS PR S MBE TR, I
"o’ tal", e’y AT BN (D) A 4
N RS, R fil Syt (o) s
T A A 44 N4 T A - BEER BSOS B ) N
Fhk fE EIRRANTLEL I A2 A ER 2 X IUE | (1) 2 FR
AT N TRE . X2 BRI I A2 AT DA oK PR E Hh
DL HCAS [R1E5 5 2 18] (1) 44 FR

A TARKLCVPEUE FEAE N PRI T4k X T
—MREMNER L, E—ADEREZNLRRT, BT
P F R (B M E S, (REPHE B
A KT AEPOWO. WFOFWPH i 5E A% 52 44
1, RN EERAEFEN—MENEZ A
FEIELCVPH, R EATE NIELCVPZ AR 4
T DU 5B A T — A B TSR EE
Y% FIPPG | (Pteridophyte Phylogeny Group 1))
K & Y (Schuettpelz et al, 2016), #R-THEAE 275
A W bel B4 E (http://www.mobot.org/MOBOT/re
search/APweb) 11173 K R 4t, # T HEYEHAPG
IV (Angiosperm Phylogeny Group, 2016)5r2K & 5t

A BR ORI I 1 4 5 R 4 A 376,366 (£
AR, KL, RCFRDFEE FHA
BB PN ERREE), Hodh T SR IE14,307F, Fhr
T 4)362,059F . Bl 14 H A 1,217 F0 #1716 4 A1
360,842 FHEA . HEBR AR MG, &FREK
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Fh). %5 H (41,868F F141,459%H) . JE T H (29,365
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Tablel Number of speciesthat have been validly described for each of the orders of vascular plantsin the world

H Order YFh %R Number of species H Order YIFh %R Number of species
(ERFSi HER AL AL T LG AT HEBR A AE T
Incl. hybrid Excl. hybrid Incl. hybrid Excl. hybrid
BHEY Pteridophyte -7 A H Crossosomatales 77 77
W H Cyathedes 793 782 i/ H Cucurbitales 3,232 3,215
Ak H Equisetales 45 35 TR H Dilleniales 567 567
HHH Gleicheniaes 177 173 % H Dioscoredes 909 907
[ H Hymenophyllales 637 634 114207 H Dipsacales 1,471 1,432
KAEH Isoetales 208 203 FLESTE H Ericales 14,638 14,445
fitsH Lycopodiaes 522 513 i Rl H  Escalloniales 154 147
GHRH Marattiales 151 151 % H Fabales 26,412 26,301
/R /NEH  Ophioglossales 132 128 73} H Fagales 1,670 1,435
%3t H Osmundales 26 24 %1% H Garryales 27 27
/K7 H Polypodiales 10,560 10,123 efE H Gentianales 23,687 23,600
FARFBRH Pslotales 19 19 MesE )L H Geraniales 953 934
HrHEEH Salviniales 82 81 KB H Gunnerales 67 66
JEH Schizaedes 224 213 B H Huerteales 30 30
i H Selaginellales 731 731 k7B H Icacindes 187 187
BTHEY Gymnosperm JEZH Lamiaes 29,365 28,447
#1H Cupressadles 458 441 KiH Laurales 3,955 3,954
7% H Cycadaes 376 375 & H Liliaes 1,897 1,876
A H Ginkgoales 1 1 K2 H Magnoliales 3,565 3,542
SRR H Gnetales 120 117 &2 H Malpighiales 20,197 19,749
faH Pindes 262 238 2% H Mavales 7,770 7,605
BTHEY Angiosperm UKIEFE H Metteniusales 66 66
BV H Acorales 2 2 k& iR H Myrtales 15,400 15,203
V5 H Alismatales 4,832 4,729 3% | Nymphaeales 109 101
FoiiiE H Amborellades 1 1 FEd% % H Oxalidaes 2,164 2,160
. H Apides 6,400 6,377 % Yt H Pandanales 1,699 1,698
%% H Aquifoliales 770 766 ZHi1e H Paracryphiales 42 42
i B Arecaes 2,814 2,784 TorE H Petrosaviales 4 4
KIT4H Asparagales 42,236 40,736 WA H Picramniaes 57 57
% H Aserdes 41,868 41,459 i E Piperales 4,512 4,512
A2 H Austrobaileyales 91 91 KA H Poales 25,379 24,667
2L H Berberidopsidales 4 4 1 JZAR B Proteales 2,085 2,080
% H Boraginaes 3711 3,674 EH H Ranunculales 6,328 6,207
+F7 H Brassicaes 5,502 5,393 7% H Rosales 11,985 11,428
HEAEH Brunides 0 90 M7 H Santalales 2,636 2,632
##H Buxales 135 135 L H Sapindales 7,071 7,036
4 H Canelldes 129 129 JREH H Saxifragaes 3,359 3,134
A E Caryophyllales 15,362 15,020 iiH Solanales 5,493 5,469
T H Celastrales 1,437 1,437 B B Trochodendrales 2 2
&k H Ceratophyllaes 7 7 ARG H Vahliales 5 5
4% > H Chloranthales 75 75 Wi H Vitdes 1,105 1,101
YL A H Commelinales 959 956 22 H Zingiberales 2,999 2,986
1HZE8EH Cornales 744 731 B H Zygophyllales 343 343

20224F |30%: |7 | 22254 | 47T



Bords: R Lom4eE A 20 M? T2 eEmBdE ER g S

LCVPH i [ £ 45 63,000 18 4 44 FR N K it
HRAS . Hor, 60,7102 AR E EY A FR
SR, 296 14,500/ 44 Fx £ POWOFH/ 5 WPH 4 if
ERNEZ LR FEARTIT T, RAERGFRIEL
% M\LCVPI5% T [%%13.7%. REELCVPHH —ik
I At e 28 TRk K vl e oA #5252 44, (BFRAT] SCHF
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ZHAN TR R

AHF T ¥ A LCVP. POWO. WFOFIWP
AN T E R IRE Y BAE FE, 0l 7 AR C A4
EEYYAE . AT I LR P 2 /a4 T
20194F 2 Hif KRR M BT A MY 4 FR . Christenhusz Al
Byng (2016) }2 Cheek % (2020) A st K B, i+ %
ok, BERKKNAEEEY I (BRHHE
combinationstt) % & 135 7£ 2,000/ /= 47 . AT BLFi
W), XA AR — BN A B RR 4L

A LSRR S L i http:/www. bi odi versity -
science.net/fileup/PDF/2022254-1.pdf .
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