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Abstract: The seed traits of edge ~ and within-forest populations of Castanopsis carlesii, C. fargesii and C. sclerophylla were com-
pared and studied in Tiantong Mountain, Zhejiang Province. The results showed that; the seed length, width, ratio of length to
width, and quality were significantly larger than within-forest population of Castanopsis carlesii (P <0.001) ; for Castanopsis farge-
sit, seed length, width, the ratio of length to width, and weight were also statistically greater in edge than in within-forest population
(P<0.001); and Castanopsis sclerophylla seed length, width and weight were evidently higher than within-forest population,
whereas there was no significant difference of ratio of length to width between two populations. In conclusion, edge effect of forest
was the main ecological mechanism leading to better seed traits in edged-forest population than in within — forest population.
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